
GABLE END THEATRE:  

Spring/Summer programme 2012 
 
 

MAY 
Sat 5  'THE PLAY' by Lindsay Hall, 8pm – GRAND REOPENING 

PERFORMANCE!  
 Watch the interaction of a small group of amateur drama enthusiasts as they 

struggle to decide what they are going to put on for a local drama festival this 

year. They decide on a play written by a local which is about a play within a play. 
Conflicting egos, easily bruised, are laid bare….. 

 
 This won the Firth Trophy, the Parish Trophy and the Isles Cup in this year's 

SCDA Festival in Kirkwall, and has since been performed in Aberdeen.  

 
Fri 11 May FILM: THE GREAT WHITE SILENCE (Cert. U), 8pm 

 As promised last autumn, and to mark the centenary of the Scott expedition, 
this wonderful documentary is the BFI's National Film Archive restoration of 

Herbert Ponting's footage as official photographer, with its experimental colour 
tinting and toning fully reconstructed. It covers every aspect, from the alien 
beauty of the landscape to the scientific work and the rigorous preparations for 

the assault on the Pole. 
 

Sat 12 May HOY - THE NAVY’S PRINCIPAL BASE IN ORKNEY, by Commander David 
Hobbs, 2pm 
An afternoon lecture to follow the morning's guided walk up Wee Fea, which 

starts at 10.45am. Part of the CELEBRATING SCAPA FLOW weekend. 
 

 
JUNE 
Fri 8 FILM: TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER SPY (Cert. 15), 8pm 

 The John le Carre novel in its acclaimed new version, with Gary Oldman as 
spymaster George Smiley, brought out of retirement to track down the mole in 

the 'Circus' who's been passing secrets to Moscow. It grippingly matches the TV 
classic in its seedy, menacing evocation of the 1970s. 

 

Sat 16  CHRIS STOUT'S ORIGINAL QUARTET, 8pm 
 Chris’ long-term musical association with Sao Paulo based Rabeca player 

Thomas Rohrer led to the formation of this exciting quartet. Multi-
instrumentalist Carlinhos Antunes and double bassist Rui Barossi complete the 
line-up which has brought Shetland and Sao Paulo ever closer! 

The band have completed several successful tours of the state of Sao Paulo and 
will release their debut album in the year to come. 

 

Sat 23 IT AIN'T HALF COLD, MUM, 8pm – St Magnus Festival production 

 A concert party of singers, musicians and a magician arrives in Orkney to revisit 

the haunts of the ENSA troupes of the Second World War and take us back to 
the 1940s on a tour of the Scapa Flow area. Sometimes funny, sometimes 

poignant, the show salutes those entertainers who tirelessly toured the world to 
entertain the fighting forces.  

 This will be part of a Forties theme night, so come dressed in wartime fashion! 

 



Fri 29 BY THE SEAT OF YOUR PANTS, 8pm –  

Live entertainment from Plutot la Vie 

 Three men and three chairs and all that follows in a brilliant display of physical 

theatre comedy, mime and acrobatics. Fritz, Franz and Rudy take us from 
expectation to hope, from boredom to delight, as they strive to avoid a kick in 
the pants and take whatever fate has in store. Inspired clowning in fast visual 

comedy: a show to give joy to all ages.  

 

JULY 

Sat 14 FILM: THE ARTIST, (Cert. 12A), 8pm – Gable End Film Society's 200th film 
screening! 

 The retro movie that triumphantly came up trumps at the Baftas and Oscars, 

and began a debate on whether a dog could be given an Oscar (apparently not, 
even if it deserves it). Come dressed in 1920s style and prepare to party! 

 

Fri 20  FILM: THE IRON LADY (cert. 12A), 8 pm 
The film that stars Meryl Streep giving her now famous facsimile performance of 
Margaret Thatcher in decline and in the days of her political triumph. It has a 

fine supporting cast. 
 

Sat 28 WALKER T RYAN, 8pm 

 Walker T is the real deal. A bluesman, a Delta bluesman! A true, died in the wool 
lefty. A Pete Seeger, Woody and Leadbelly Folk singer. A lover of old Rock and 
Roll and country music. He knows hundreds of songs. As his friend, TR Kelley 

labled it, “Underdog American Music.” He works as a solo and makes it look 
easy, but there’s years of craft and heart and experience and compassion behind 

his on-stage simplicity. He’s played thousands of gigs for all kinds of people, in 
places most of us only read about, and he’s entertained them all.  

 

AUGUST 

Sat 4   FILM: WAR HORSE (cert. 12A), 8 pm 
Stephen Spielberg's film version of the children's novel by Michael Murpurgo and 

hit play at the National Theatre. A horse, Joey, is conscripted into the cavalry 
after the outbreak of the First World War; his former owner, Albert, though 

under-age, enlists to follow him into the trenches in France and hopefully save 
him. 

 

Fri 17 A HANSEL OF FILM, 8pm 

 A “hansel” is a Shetland dialect word meaning a gift that marks an event such as 
the launch of a new boat, the birth of a child or the creation of a new enterprise. 

John J Graham - The Shetland Dictionary. 

 Shetland Arts is taking a UK-wide part in the London 2012 Festival celebrating 
the London 2012 Olympic Games.  “A Hansel of Film - Shetland to Southampton 

and Back” is a relay of screenings of short films made by the public in our 
Olympic Nations and Regions. It will be launched in Shetland on 10th June with 

the arrival of the Olympic Torch in the isles as it reaches its UK most northerly 
point. The films will be relayed between participating venues by “runners”; that 
is, creative and energetic individuals who will employ whatever means of 

transport they can devise to get the right films to the right venue on time. This 
will culminate in a marathon screening of over 100 short films at Shetland’s 

annual film festival, Screenplay 2012, between 4th and 9th September. 


